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òWe then that are strong ought 

to bear the  
infirmities of the weak, and not 

to please ourselves.  
Let every one of us please his 

neighbour for his good to  
edification.ó  Romans 15:1-2 

     ~ Curtis & Katrina Blankenship  
    your neighbours  

When is accountability taught in a 

personôs life?  Is it the parentôs 

responsibility, the spouseôs 

responsibility, the preacherôs 

responsibility, the teacherôs 

responsibility, the employerôs 

responsibility, the law enforcementôs 

responsibility, the judgeôs 

responsibility?  All of the above.  

Accountability and responsibility are 

taught an early age but some need to be 

reminded over and over and over.  As 

time moves on, we are faced with the 

reality that our Country has become lax 

on accountability and responsibility.  

There are levels of criticism, or 

punishment or reprimanding that must 

be taken for lessons to be learned. 
 

Sometimes it only takes a ñbackup and 

re-think approachò and apologies é but 

sometimes a simple slap-on-the hand is 

given therefore creating individuals 

who think they ñrule the world with no 

consequences.ò  I guess thatôs why our 

government at many levels is in the 

position it is today. 
 

I will be the first to admit, I am 

opinionated, what person with a brain, 

soul, and desire to survive isnôt?  Some 
just tell what they think and others just 

criticize those who do. 
 

This article will take several turns - for 

starters the article written in last weekôs 

journal - I made a comment about 

seeing Fire Trucks at Rosaôs pizza.  

Some (mostly firefighters and families) 

took it as I said the ñcountyò pays for 

their meals - that was not the way it was 

meant to come out.  I received many 

emails and nasty phone calls - facebook 

messages were all over the web - many 

said ñCurtis and Katrina better never 

hope they have to call us for helpò.  I 

will be honest with you - when we read 

posts like that - it made me want to just 

pack my things and move far away 

from Powhatan County - for if our 

house would burn - we were sure that 

we would not have enough buckets or 

manpower to put the fire out alone.  We 

hoped that ñall firefightersò didnôt feel 

this way.  Through the course of a day 

or so - I kept an eye on the posts -  

curious of comments until Saturday 

Night, when I learned that a fire-

fighterôs family and friends spent the 

day going around the county and pick-

ing up all the newspapers we had just 

delivered the night before - & TRASH-

ING them.  The post was ñnot many 

places have them this week, we have 

been picking up this trash today.  :-)ò   
 

Then I was curious - I certainly hope 

that the 3,000 papers we delivered did 

not get trashed!  Well - most all of them 

of them WERE!  About 2500 papers 

gone and we estimate the $$ amount to 

be about $2100 to cover, design, print-

ing, delivering, not including the adver-

tisers who lost their ads.  So at 10:30 

pm Saturday night, we started checking 

with local convenience stores on the 

amount of papers left in their stores - 

story after story from store owner - they 

could identify the ones who came in - 

picked them up and when questioned, 

comments were made that ñthey were 

with the fire department and were there 

to pick up the papers.ò 
 

So I began my own investigation - 

reading more - on Monday watched 

surveillance cameras throughout the 

community then called the Powhatan 

Sheriffôs office.  A deputy was 

dispatched and took a report.  The  

Commonwealth Attorney advised that 

the case should be tried as a civil case, 

since the papers are labeled ñFREEò - 

even though theft had occurred with 

intent.  He also felt that a ñtalk with the 

fire departmentò would  be better to get 

them to promise not to do this again.  

Things in the county had been in an 

uproar and it was best to let things start 

to become calm.  It would look better.   

I nearly fainted!  
 

Let me get this straight - itôs okay for 

our Administration to do ñwhatever 

they want with taxpayer moneyò, and 

the citizens scream and yell at the 

Board for making their decision to rec-
tify and give back to the citizens what 

has been taken from them?  Itôs okay 

for someone to sit in the parking lot of 

our studio and ñcut off the internet con-

nection thus cutting off the radio showò 

each Thursday night when we talk 

about ñtransparencyò and help citizens 

know what is going on in their county? 

It's okay for members of the community 

to steal the papers and trash them so the 

ñvolunteers wonôt look bad for driving 

the trucks whenever they feel like it?ò  

Itôs okay for ones to 

demand for  ñapologies when they are 

offended or shown guilty?ò 
 

I have proof of all - yet there will be 

nothing done about much of it - because 

we live in a society where there is no 

accountability and responsibility.  Last 

time I checked, we earned and paid for 

protection, and laws, and rights. 
 

Thank goodness for those who still 

stand strong, insist on doing right and 

want to fix the mess we are in.  May the 

strength and wisdom from above guide 

their every footstep and keep them safe 

on their journey.  I truly believe that the 

lives of the good are in the palm of 

Godôs hands.  And even as in the day of 

Daniel, the lions can be made to sleep. 
 

So you know - I did make a public 

apology to explain my real intent re-

garding the fire department - it was 

written and distributed online on 

Saturday night.  It is printed in todayôs 

paper on page 8.  Also Mr. Dennis 
Llewellyn has requested a meeting with 

my staff.  We will sit down and have a 

meeting soon after a few things are 

resolved and you will learn more about 

the goals of the fire department.  After 

the budget retreat and we learn more 

about why things are as they appear, we 

will work toward that meeting. 




